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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all [jrior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Previously Presented) A slave apparatus capable of communicating 
with a master device through a predetermined communication bus and having a 
plurality of communication modes of diverse kinds, said slave apparatus comprising: 

judging means of transmitting to said master device a notification code of 
notifying a presently set-up communication mode, and then judging whether a 
command in response to said notification code is received from said master device 
within a predetermined time or not; and 

communication controlling means of performing control on the basis of a 
judgment result of said judging means in such a manner that when a command In 
response to said notification code is received from said master device within the 
predetermined time, a state permitting communication with said master device is 
established In correspondence to the command, and that when said command is not 
received within said predetermined time, connection to said master device is 
electrically released temporarily and then said connection is restored; wherein 

by the time when said slave apparatus and said master device resume 
communication as a result of said restoration of connection, said communication 
controlling means selects one from a plurality of said communication modes so that its 
own communication mode is changed into one different from that used immediately 
before said release. 

2. -14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Previously Presented) A slave apparatus capable of communicating 
with a master device through a predetermined communication bus and having a 
plurality of communication modes of diverse kinds, said slave apparatus comprising: 
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judging means of transmitting to said master device a notification code of 
notifying a presently set-up communication mode, and then judging whether a 
command received from said master device in response to said notification code 
corresponds to said presently set-up own communication mode or not; and 

communication controlling means of performing control on the basis of a 
judgment result of said judging means in such a manner that when said command 
corresponds to the presently set-up communication mode, a state permitting 
communication with said master device is established in correspondence to the 
command, and that when said command does not correspond to the presently set-up 
communication mode, connection to said master device is electrically released 
temporarily and then said connection Is restored; wherein 

by the time when said slave apparatus and said master device resume 
communication as a result of said restoration of connection, said communication 
controlling means selects one from a plurality of said communication modes so that its 
own communication mode is changed Into one different from that used immediately 
before said release. 

16. (Previously Presented) A slave apparatus capable of communicating 
with a master device through a predetermined communication bus and having a 
plurality of communication modes of diverse kinds, said slave apparatus comprising: 

communication mode identifying means of transmitting to said master device a 
notification code for notifying a presently set-up communication mode, and then 
identifying the kind of communication mode corresponding to a command received 
from said master device In response to said notification code; and 

communication controlling means of performing control such as to change its 
own communication mode in correspondence to an identification result of said 
communication mode identifying means and then establish a state permitting 
communication with said master device. 

17. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claims 1, 15 or 
16, wherein said predetermined communication bus is a universal serial bus ("USB") 
type. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein said communication controlling means performs said release by pulling up or 
pulling down a voltage applied to a D"^ or a D" line of said USB. 

19. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein said communication controlling means performs said release by turning OFF a 
Vbus line through which a voltage from said hose device is supplied in said USB. 

20. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claims 1, 15 or 
16, wherein a plurality of said communication modes include at least two modes 
selected from a mode corresponding to an imaging class, a mode corresponding to a 
mass storage class, a mode corresponding to a customized class, and a mode 
corresponding to a streaming class. 

21. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claim 20, 
wherein said mode corresponding to a mass storage class among a plurality of said 
communication modes Is set up as an Initial state. 

22. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein said USB embodied as a wire USB cable. 

23. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claim 17, 
wherein said USB Is embodied as a wireless circuit. 

24. (Previously Presented) The slave apparatus according to Claims 1, 15 or 
16, comprising displaying means of displaying Information on a communication state 
including information concerning a communication mode presently set up. 

25. (Previously Presented) A digital camera comprising a slave apparatus 
according to Claims 1, 15 or 16, and 

capable of transmitting recorded-by-oneself data recorded by Itself to said 
master device through said communication bus. 

26. (Previously Presented) A communication setting method of setting a 
communication mode In a slave device capable of communicating with a master device 
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through a predetermined communication bus and having a plurality of communication 
modes of diverse l<inds, said method comprising: 

a judging step of transmitting to said master device a notification code for 
notifying a communication mode presently set up in said slave device, and then 
judging whether a command in response to said notification code is received from said 
master device within a predetermined time or not; and 

a communication controlling step of performing control on the basis of a 
judgment result of said judging step in such a manner that when a command in 
response to said notification code is received from said master device within the 
predetermined time, said slave device is set into a state permitting communication 
with said master device in correspondence to the command, and that when said 
command is not received within said predetermined time, said slave device electrically 
releases connection to said master device temporarily and then restores said 
connection; wherein 

in said communication controlling step, by the time when said slave device and 
said master device resume communication as a result of said restoration of 
connection, a communication mode is selected from a plurality of said communication 
modes so that its own communication mode is changed into one different from that 
used immediately before said release. 

27. (Previously Presented) A communication setting method of setting a 
communication mode in a slave apparatus capable of communicating with a master 
device through a predetermined communication bus and having a plurality of 
communication modes of diverse kinds, said method comprising: 

a judging step of transmitting to said master device a notification code for 
notifying a communication mode presently set up in said salve apparatus, and then 
judging whether a command received from said master device in response to said 
notification code corresponds to said communication mode presently set up in said 
slave apparatus or not; and 

a communication controlling step of performing control on the basis of a 
judgment result of said judging step in such a manner than when said command 
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corresponds to tiie communication mode presently set in said slave apparatus, a state 
permitting communication between said slave apparatus and said master device is 
established in correspondence to the command, and that when said command does 
not correspond to the communication mode presently set up in said slave apparatus, 
said slave apparatus electrically releases connection to said master device temporarily 
and then restores said connection; wherein 

in said communication controlling step, by the time when said slave apparatus 
and said master device resume communication as a result of said restoration of 
connection, a communication mode is selected from a plurality of said communication 
modes so that its own communication mode is changed into one different from that 
used immediately before said release. 

28. (Previously Presented) A communication setting method of setting a 
communication mode in a slave apparatus capable of communicating with a master 
device through a predetermined communication bus and having a plurality of 
communication modes of diverse kinds, said method comprising: 

a communication mode identifying step of transmitting to said master device a 
notification code for notifying a communication mode presently set up in said slave 
apparatus, and then identifying the kind of communication mode corresponding to a 
command received from said master device in response to said notification code; and 

a communication controlling step of performing control such as to change the 
communication mode of said slave apparatus in correspondence to an identification 
result of said communication mode identifying step and then establish a state 
permitting communication with said master device. 

29. (Currently Amended) A tangible computer readable medium including 
software that is adapted to control a computer to implement the method of claim 26 
program caus i ng a computer to oorvc, i n a s l ave apparatus according to C l aim 1, as: 
judg i ng means of transm i tt i ng to sa i d master device a not i ficat i on code of notifying a 
presently set up communicat i on mode, and then judg i ng whether a command i n 
response to said notif i cat i on code is rocc i vcd from sa i d master device w i th i n a 
predeterm i ned time or not; and commun i cation controll i ng means of performing 
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control on the basis of a judgment result of sa i d judging moons I n such a manner that 
when a command i n response to sold notificat i on code i s received from sa i d master 
dev i ce with i n the predeterm i ned time, a state perm i tt i ng commun i cat i on with said 
master dev i ce Is establ i shed i n correspondence to the command, and that when said 
command Is not rece i ved with i n sa i d predeterm i ned t i me, connection to sa i d master 
dev i ce is e l ectrica ll y released temporar il y and then sa i d connect i on Is restored . 

30. (Currently Amended) A tangible computer readable medium Including 
software that Is adapted to control a computer to implement the method of claim 27 
program causing a computer to serve, i n a s l ave apparatus according to claim 15 as: 
judg i ng means of transmitt i ng to sa i d master dev i ce a not i fication code for notify i ng a 
presently set up commun i cation mode and then judg i ng whether a command received 
from sa i d master device I n response to said not i fication code corresponds to said 
present l y set up communicat i on mode or not; and commun i cat i on contro ll ing moans 
of performing contro l on the basis of a judgment resu l t of said judg i ng means in such 
a — manner — ttet — when — said — command — corresponds — to — the — pr e sent l y — set up 
commun i cat i on mod e , a state perm i tt i ng commun i cation w i th sa i d master device i s 
estab li shed in correspondence to the command, and that when sa i d command docs 
not correspond to the presently set up communication mode, connect i on to said 
moster device i s e l ectr i colly re l eased temporar il y and then sa i d connect i on Is restored . 

31. (Currently Amended) A tangible comouter readable medium includino 
software that is adapted to control a comput er to implement the method of claim 
28 program for causing a computer to serve. In a s l ave apparatus accord i ng to cla i m 
1 6 , as: commun i cat i on mode i dent i fying means of transm i tting to sa i d master device 
a notificat i on code for notify i ng a presently set up own commun i cat i on mode, and then 
Ident i fying the k i nd of communication mode correspond i ng to a command received 
from said master device in response to sa i d notification code; and commun i cation 
contro lli ng means of perform i ng contro l such as to change i ts own communicat i on 
mode i n correspondence to an ident i fication result of sa i d commun i cotion mode 
I dentifying means ond then establish a state permitt i ng communicat i on w i th said 
master device . 

32. (Cancelled). 
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33. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus comprising a 
slave apparatus according to Claims 1, 15 or 16, and 

capable of communicating with said master device. 
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